
Troop 33, Los Altos, Stanford District 
 
 

“A fun scout-led troop within a supportive parent community” 
 
 
Scoutmaster:    Brent Browning  brent.browning@comcast.net 
Committee Chair:   Alan Cyron  ajcyron@msn.com 
Webelos Transition Contact:  Jeffrey Mayer  Jazzam@aol.com 
 
Troop Meetings:       Tuesdays 7:30-9:00PM 
 Creekside Room, United Methodist Church,  
 655 Magelena at Foothill Expressway, Los Altos 
 
 
 
Troop Size: About 100 active scouts, including 24 first year scouts. Troop 33 emphasizes fun scout-led outings, 
leadership development, community service opportunities, and many opportunities to earn merit badges, all within a 
supportive parental community.   
 
 
Scout-designed & led Outings and Meetings 
Monthly scout planned outings have included camping at Yosemite, rock climbing at Pinnacles, various hiking trips, 
snow camping in Sierras, various biking trips – including mountain biking Monte Bello Preserve, orienteering at 
Stevens Creek Park and hiking from Big Basin to the ocean.  
 

The troop has weekly meetings from September 
through June.   During the summer, community 
service and merit badge opportunities continue, 
and the troop spends two weeks at summer camp 
(this year it was at Camp Oljato and Camp 
Wente). Next year we are planning on going to 
Camp Oljato and Camp Emerald Bay on Catalina 
Island. Every two years we organize a major 
adventure; in the past we have hiked across 
England, kayaked in Hawaii, participated in the 
National Scout Jamboree and canoed in Canada. 
Troop 33 previous Scoutmaster Art Bernstein was 
the Scoutmaster for the PacSky District Troop that 
sent over 10 of our scouts to the 100th anniversary 
World Scout Jamboree held in England in June, 
2007. 
 

The troop believes that learning leadership skills is an important aspect of Scouting. As the scouts progress through 
ranks they are given many leadership opportunities including; Cub Scout Den Chief, Patrol Leader, Troop Guide 
(responsible for helping with the First Year Program), Senior Troop Leadership and many other leadership roles.  
 
The troop has an active community outreach program and insures that the scouts have ample opportunity to 
participate in community-based volunteer projects. Recently these have included the annual Scouting for Food 
drive, helping the patients at the Palo Alto Veteran’s Hospital prepare gifts for their families during the holidays and 
placing Memorial Day grave decorations at the Golden Gate National Cemetery. 
 
 
 
Membership: 
Troop membership fee is $126/year which helps pay for membership, some shared Troop equipment, and offsets 
some of the outing costs.  Troop members are also encouraged to support Fair Share Campaigne and special 
Camp Oljato renovation funds. 



Effective Advancement Support 
Troop 33 has a strong first–year scout program with the goal of helping new scouts to achieve the rank of First 
Class by the end of his first year.  First-year scouts meet with the entire troop for announcements and special 
activities and then meet separately in an adjacent room to work on the skills needed to advance to First Class.  This 
helps them get to know each other and bond as a group. 

 
- Troop 33 supports a scout-led community service project program and a diverse merit badge program.  
 
- Troop 33 has high participation in fun, scout-planned outings and meetings.  Average outing attendance is 

about 35 boys and parents 
 

- Eagle candidates have one adult who serves as coordinator of their advancement as they move from Life to 
Eagle.  Historically 15% of our scouts achieve the rank of Eagle.  Last year ?? Troop 33 scouts earned the 
Eagle rank.   

 
 

Highly Involved and Committed Parent Community 
We celebrated our 57th year of scouting in Los Altos last year!  We have a rich 
history of scouting in the area with wonderful local contacts and an exceptionally 
high level of parent participation.   We are sponsored by United Methodist Church 
of Los Altos which has spacious facilities accommodating a variety of group 
meetings simultaneously.  Troop 33 enjoys strong parent support and community!  
Our leadership meetings are open to all parents and they are encouraged to 
participate. The high level of participation by the parents is a major reason for the 
organization and wide variety of activities available to the scouts. Parents organize 
outings; lead merit badge classes; guide training of first-year scouts; serve on 
boards of review; handle troop communications, administration and records, and 
enjoy scouting with their boys. 
 
E-mail is required; troop communication is centrally administered.  Scouts and 
parents maintain a troop website and yahoo groups. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Recruitment Opportunities 
This is an exciting time and you face a very important decision in selecting a Boy Scout troop.  We appreciate your 
interest in Troop 33 in Los Altos.  We are a well-organized troop with active scouts and a wonderful group of 
parents.   We want you to meet the boys in the troop and feel comfortable with your decision.  Come visit one of our 
troop meetings and meet the boys or join the troop on our Mountain Man outing, some spots have been reserved 
for visiting Webelos.  If you love scouting, you will feel right at home. 
 
The troop draws from the following packs: 

Pack 33     Loyola    
Pack 35     St. Nicholas    
Pack 36     Springer    
Pack 74     Santa Rita/Covington   
Pack 76    Covington    
Pack 77     Almond 
Pack 80    Bubb 
Pack 105   Oak 
Pack 426   West Valley, Sunnyvale 
Pack 501   Montclair



“ We looked at a few different troops before 
deciding on Troop 33. What attracted us was 
the awesome program that is dedicated to the 
first year scouts.  The program focuses on 
advancing the scouts through the first few 
ranks while preparing them to become 
integrated with the troop as a whole.  Both the 
scouts and the parents have great time in 
Troop 33.”  
 
Tim B, parent 
 
 
“ The outings are a lot of fun.   Remember that 
3/4 of 'scouting' is 'outing'.”  
 
Jacob, fifth year scout 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
“ Troop 33 is made of friendly and welcoming folks.  Family 
participation is encouraged, allowing both parents to share in your 
son's accomplishments and growth.  The first year program also 
facilitates the transition from cub scouts to boy scouts" .   
 
Jack K, parent 
 
 
 
“ I’m surprised by how much fun I am having. The campouts are great 
and I have made a lot of friends in the Troop. Join Troop 33, you’ll 
have a blast.”  
 
Mark, third year scout 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
“ I am truly amazed at how much my son has grown in 
independence this past year with Troop 33.  With each 
outing, he becomes surer of himself and his abilities.  
The skills and values he is learning will last him a 
lifetime.”  
 
Diane B, parent   


